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I hope everyone was able to get their Model A out and enjoy the unseasonably warm 

weather we had for November. Personally, Helen and I were able to drive 5,500 miles for 

2020! We made it to a couple Cars and Coffee events, masked and socially distancing of 

course. The first week of December has brought snow, and while not an excuse to put 

your Model A away, I think Helen and I will wait until all the salt is off the road to get out 

driving again. I performed my annual winterizing and maintenance procedures. This 

includes washing the car, changing the oil, changing the transmission and rear differential oil, repacking 

the front wheel bearings, adding Sta-Bil to a full tank of gas, and making sure the tires have 35psi in 

them. Also greasing and oiling all of the locations on the Model A lubrication chart, shown in more 

detail inside this newsletter. I hope that there is a week or so of decent weather to get out and enjoy 

driving before the end of 2020.   

 

We will tentatively plan our normal meeting schedule starting on January 27, 2021. The Sharonville 

VFW hall has closed and the location is now empty and for sale. We will try and search for a new 

location, but considering COVID-19 we may not be able to all meet safely in January of 2021. We will do 

our best to get the word out on what the plans are as soon as we know. If any members have locations 

they would like to suggest for our monthly meetings, we would love to hear from you.   

Please stay healthy and have a happy holiday season!  
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Spring Grove Cemetery Wreaths Across America Event 

December 19, 2020 - Event starts at noon 

Club members will meet in the Kroger’s parking lot on Mitchell Avenue at 

11:30am to caravan together for the event.   

Kroger 

4777 Kenard Ave 

Cincinnati, OH 45232 

This will be an outside event, but volunteers are still requested to wear a mask. Volunteers will be 

asked to lay wreaths on the head stones or grave sites in Spring Grove Cemetery for the men and 

women that have sacrificed their lives for our country. There is no cost and friends and family are 

allowed to help. If you are interested please RSVP to Jarrod Williams (call/text/email)  

by December 12th, including how many people you anticipate bringing.   

For more information about the event and host please visit:  https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 

Spring Grove Cemetery - Wreaths Across America 
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 National Club News 

Model A Restorer’s Club (MARC)  

• Each member receives an award winning magazine “The 

Model A News” published bi-monthly. It features fantastic 

articles and information about the Model A Ford. 

• If you are looking for a Model A you may find one in the “Cars 

for Sale” section in the Model A News which is free to all 

members of MARC. The same is true if you are looking to sell 

a car or parts. The “Wanted” section will give you an 

opportunity to find a part you may be looking for. 

• You and your family will be able to attend national 

conventions designed for “Fun for the Whole Family”.  

MARC:  https://model-a-ford.org/ 

 

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) 

• The Restorer magazine (6 issues per year) 

• Technical Support (free via mail or email) 

• National Banquets - National Tours 

• MAFCA also produces publications including: 

Restoration Guidelines & Judging Standards; Paint and Finish 

Guide; Hardware Standards, How to Restore Your Model A 

MAFCA:  https://www.mafca.com/  

OVRMAFC Personalized Club Name Tag 

Personalized name tags in the shape of a Model A Ford can 

be ordered from Brenda Owens. 

Cell:(513) 254-1034 

Email: clanowens@zoomtown.com 

Cost:  

$10.00 (tag with pin) 

$12.00 (tag with magnet) 

(Sales tax and shipping not included) 

OVRMAFC Personalized Apparel 

OVRMAFC club shirts, jackets, etc. can be purchased at Black-Out 

Tee’s located in the Eastgate Mall. The company has our logo in 

digital format and can help you place an order.  

Black Out Tee’s 

4601 Eastgate Blvd 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

(513) 604-8337 

 

Our club is always looking for member created content to 

showcase in the newsletter. If you have any tech-tips, diagrams, or 

interesting articles please feel free to submit them! 

 

A friendly reminder that any submissions for the monthly 

newsletter need to be submitted by the 3rd of the month. We send 

the newsletter to the printer on the 5th of each month to be 

printed, mailed, and in your hands by the 10th of each month.  

My email address is jarrodwilliams81@gmail.com 

Editor’s Column: Jarrod Williams 

 

 

Next month we would like to 

feature club member’s  

Model A inspired Christmas 

decorations.   

 

 

Here at the Williams 

household the ornament from 

last year’s OVRMAFC 

Christmas party looks great on 

our tree. 

 

 

Email your pictures to: 

jarrodwilliams81@gmail.com 

Submit your 2020 Model A Christmas Decorations 
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Ford Model A Lubrication Chart  
Location, Type to be used, and Mileage. Taken from page 216 of the Ford Service Bulletin - January 



 

 

A Hidden Repo Fault 

 By: Tom Endy                Taken from: http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/6-7-A-Hidden-Repo-Fault.pdf 

Rebuilding Model A distributors is a fun part of the hobby for me. I 
can’t walk past old nasty rusty cores at swap meets. I usually come 
away with five or six. I won’t pay more than $5 each for them. At 
the last swap meet in San Diego I came away with seven candidates 
for rebuild. One I later found cracked around the upper bushing 
after I got it apart. That’s why $5 is tops.  

The distributors made in 1931 are rarer, but there are still ample 
around. The 1931’s have a bridge across the area where the two 
cap clamps attach. The casting is also a little more robust.  

Each distributor I rebuild is carefully taken apart and examined for 
cracks in the area of the bushings. After degreasing and bead 
blasting new bushings are installed along with a new shaft and 
collar. A new quality condenser, a new lower plate with the correct 
multi-strand lower wire is installed. I also install the condenser with 
the correct screw and thick fiber washer. Everything else is used 
parts.  

The correct condenser screw and thick fiber washer are very 
important to prevent the tab on the lower plate from shorting to 
the casting. I mount the fiber washer to the tab with magic glue for 
easy installation.  

The used parts I use are the top plate, the points, the point block, 
the spring, the cam, the cap clamps, the oiler, and all the screws 
and washers. All this hardware is from 30 years of collecting cores 
at swap meets. A little bead blasting, some cleanup of selected 
parts and the distributor performs as Henry ordered. 

Care must be taken orienting the lower wire and the connector 
where the lower wire attaches to the points. This is an area prone 
to shorting out. A test after final assembly is to connect an ohm 
meter with one lead attached to the casting and the other lead to 
the arm of the points. The meter should show a direct short until 
you open the points with your finger. The short should then 
disappear. Rotate the spark advance arm through its normal arc 
with the points still held open and there should be no short. This 
little test indicates all is well.  

During the rebuilding of the latest batch of distributors I ordered all 
the new replacement parts from my favorite well known quality 
supplier. The last to be rebuilt was a 1931. When I did the final test 
with an ohm meter it was shorted with the points open. I checked 
the lower wire and connector and re-positioned it a little; it was still 
shorted. I removed the spring; still shorted. I removed the 
condenser and the short went away. The conclusion: the new 
condenser was shorted out. Not so, the condenser checked out ok. I 
checked it on a condenser checker and it had the correct micro 
farads. What could be the fault? It was only shorted when the 
condenser was installed.  

After much inspection and analyzing I came to the conclusion that 
when the condenser was installed it pushed the tab on the lower 
plate forward and it contacted a protrusion on the inside of the 
casting on the left side of the window where the tab and fiber 
washer locate. The protrusion appeared more pronounced on this 
particular casting.  

The length of the new condenser was measured and it was found to 
be slightly longer in overall length than several of the old 
condensers removed from several of the cores. The extra length 
was about 3\32”. My conclusion is that the extra length pushed the 
tab on the lower plate forward enough to contact the protrusion on 
the inside of the casting.  

The problem was remedied by using a Dremel to grind off some of 
the protrusion material on the inside of this distributor housing. 
This resolved the problem. The condenser that is slightly longer 
than the originals then installed without shorting out the points. 

One must consider that this distributor housing had been in service 
for 86 years with more than likely numerous different condenser 
replacements. Therefore the problem lies with the new condenser 
being slightly too long to operate with some castings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1931 casting is more robust. Note the protrusion on the left 
side of the window where the lower plate tab and the fiber 

washer at the end of the condenser reside. This is where the tab 
on the lower plate can short out with an extralong condenser.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1931 distributor has a bridge across the area where the two 
cap clamps attach.  

 

http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/6-7-A-Hidden-Repo-Fault.pdf


 

 

 

 

An earlier condenser on the left removed from a distributor core 

measures 2&1/32” in overall length. The condenser on the right 

recently purchased measures 2&1/8 in overall length.  

 

 

A common problem found with many distributor cores is that the 

attach points for the cap clamps is broken off. This damage does 

not usually occur when the distributor is in service on the car. It 

occurs when removed and someone drops it on the ground. 

Bridging the clamp attachment added extra strength.  

A Hidden Repo Fault 

By: Tom Endy 

Taken from: http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/

uploads/2014/08/6-7-A-Hidden-Repo-Fault.pdf 

An old rusty cruddy distributor found at a swap meet that will sell 

for less than $10 is hard to pass up, especially if you own a bead 

blaster. If the housing is not cracked around the bushings and the 

ears are not broken off they can be made to look like new again 

and put back into service for little cost.  

 

After disassembly the housing should be  

de-greased and the bushings carefully 

removed without cracking the housing. A 

1/4" drill bit should be run through the 

oilier port to push the usual accumulated 

crud out. Bushings can be installed and 

reamed either before or after painting.  

 

It is important that the housing be properly prepared prior to 

painting. Crucial areas should be masked off for grounding 

purposes.  

 

Carefully mask off the bottom of the housing where it sits on the 

engine head. This includes the area that sits flush on the head and 

the portion that extends down into the head. Mask off the little 

locating pin on the bottom of the housing as well. Mask off the top 

of the shaft tunnel where the point cam sits.  

 

Cut a small rectangular piece of masking tape and carefully place it 

over the screw hole where the ground strap of the condenser 

attaches. This is for the purpose of providing a good ground 

connection.  

 

With a pair of tweezers carefully push small pieces of paper towel 

into the two screw holes where the lower plate mounts and into 

the oilier hole to prevent paint clogging.  

 

Obtain a 3\8" pipe plug from your favorite hardware store and 

screw it into the boss for the ignition cable. This will prevent paint 

from getting on the threads and will provide a solid ground.  

 

Take a short length of insulated wire, 

about 16 gauge and press it into the 

circular slot where the upper plate 

resides. This area is an important 

ground for the upper plate and it should 

not be clogged with paint. The housing 

is ready for painting. Black Rustoleum 

works very well.  

Painting The Distributor  

By: Tom Endy   

http://www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Painting-The-

Distributor.pdf 
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• Good used Model A engine $1,500 

New inserted engines available  

Model A trailer & hitch  

Conrad Gerdes (812) 584-5639 

• Car cover for a  4 door sedan.  

$50.00 Dale Blewett (513) 793-2900.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 1930 Model A Cabriolet. Nice car, good paint and comes with 

new interior.  

$19,900 Conrad Gerdes (812) 584-5639 

• New SS radiator cap, air maze and filter, two gas gauge tools, 

horn relay, wiper blade and two different petcocks. 

This retails for $121, asking price $99. 

Dale Blewett  (513) 793-2900  

 

 

• December 19, 2020 

OVRMAFC Volunteer Opportunity 

WREATHS across AMERICA - Spring Grove Cemetery 

Club members will meet in the Kroger’s parking lot  

on Mitchell Ave at 11:30am to caravan to the event together.   

Kroger 

4777 Kenard Ave 

Cincinnati, OH 45232 

Please RSVP to Jarrod Williams by December 12,  

with the number of people expected to attend.  

For more information about the event and the hosts,  

please visit: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 

 

• TENTATIVE 

January 27, 2021 

OVRMAFC January Meeting 

We are searching for a new meeting location.  

If you have any ideas on locations for our monthly meetings 

please let someone on our board know.  

Meeting starts: 7:30PM 

OVRMAFC Classifieds / Services 

Calendar of Scheduled Events 

B & R Early Model  

Starter & Generator Repair 

Rob Schwendeman (419) 305-9125 

Bill Schwendeman (419) 733-8857 

Model A Upholstery 

Interiors, Tops, & Trunks  

Call Dottie Gerdes 

(812) 584-5631 

2021 Membership Dues 

We are asking for your $25.00 dues now because we would like to 

get the 2021 Roster finished by February. If you have not had your 

picture taken, please contact Jim Rupp and he will help you.  

If there are any corrections to your physical address, e-mail 

address, or phone numbers please contact Jarrod Williams. 

  All dues must be paid by January 1, 2021 

to guarantee your spot in the new 2021 roster.  
Please mail your dues in the form of a check, along with the roster 

information form on the back of this newsletter to: 

Jarrod Williams 

7973 Miami Ave. 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

Check payable to: Ohio Valley Region Model A Ford Club 

 

 

2020 MARC Mileage Program 

“The purpose of the MARC Mileage Program is to offer national 

recognition for all miles driven in a Model A Ford.  There is no 

intent to supersede or cancel any Regional or local driving 

programs now in existence; rather, the program seeks to further 

them by offering a mileage-based recognition for all registered 

MARC vehicles.”  

Members that are enrolled in the program have until the end of 

December to submit their odometer reading for 2020 to Anna 

Williams. If you are not enrolled, there is a one time cost of $1.00!  

Please contact Anna Williams for submission or questions. 

Anna Williams 

Phone: 859-912-2300  

E-Mail: roy8405@gmail.com  

End of Year Business 

The passing of Dick Fisher, MARC Mileage Coordinator 

Dick Fisher, who with his wife, Betty, coordinated the MARC 

Mileage Program, passed away on December 3, 2020.   

Dick was very devoted to recruiting members to the Mileage 

Program & always advertised the program  by wearing specially 

designed shirts at the National meets.  

Please keep his family in your prayers during this holiday season.  

https://goo.gl/maps/UHvJVWvfu1oMfnVi7
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MARC and 

MAFCA both 

offer a youth 

scholarship 

program to 

help youth get 

started in the hobby and to support them as 

they may make repairs on the car. If you 

know someone that is 12-22 years old they 

may qualify for the program.  

For more information please visit the below 

website links: 

MARC Youth Scholarship Program 

MAFCA Youth Scholarship Program 

Fashionable Boots 
By: Lois Przywitowski  

Taken from: https://www.mafca.com/downloads/Fashions/Articles/Fashionable_Boots_2015-01.pdf 

Youth Report 

In some parts of the country, the snow is flying and the trusty galoshes may not be 

enough to protect your feet from the winter weather. Thankfully, in the Model A era, 

there were multiple, fashionable, boot styles from which to choose, some of which are 

shown here.  

High Cut Boot  

Rugged Outdoor Boot  

Cuffed Bootee  

The OVRMAFC “Car Care Gang” 

Club members Tom Blomer, Terry Owens, 

and Dennis Schut will graciously volunteer 

their time and knowledge about Model A’s to 

help you get through an issue with your car. 

Just remember they will help you, they will 

not repair the car for you.  After all, knowing 

how the Model A works is just as much fun as 

driving one! Give them a call if you need any 

help or advice.  

Tom Blomer 

H: 513-769-3029 

C: 513-477-8257 

Terry Owens 

H: 513-831-8580 

C: 513-254-1035 

Dennis Schut 

C: 513-317-7225  

This sporty 15-inch high 

cut boot features a handy 

side pocket. The soles are 

genuine Goodyear Welt* 

leather. The heel is topped 

with rubber. The available 

colors are brown and 

black, in sizes 2 ½ to 8 in a 

wide width. The sale price 

is $4.79. National Bellas 

Hess, Winter, 1931-32  

*The Goodyear Welt is a 

method of stitching the 

upper and sole of the shoe 

together, resulting in the 

unique positioning of the 

two seams in the shoe 

bottom. A hidden seam 

holds together the welt, 

the upper, the lining and 

the insole of the shoe. It is 

stitched using a Goodyear 

Welt Machine.  

Perhaps you are desirous 

of a simpler outdoor boot. 

Try these genuine leather 

Blucher-cut** boots, with 

a damp-proof fiber sole. 

Available in brown or 

black, sized 2-1/2 to 8, for 

only $1.69 National Bellas 

Hess, Winter, 1931-32  

**The Blucher-cut uses a 

continuous cut piece of 

leather for the vamp (toe 

area) and the tongue of 

the shoe. For ease of 

getting the shoe on and 

off, the eyelet flap stitch-

ing ends before crossing 

the arch area of the shoe. 

This allows the entire eye-

let flap to open.  

“Here it is - the dashing cleverly designed Black 

Patent Leather Cuff Bootee that has swept the 

country by storm. It has been adopted as one of 

the favorite styles by the fashionably dressed wom-

en in the large cities. The front strap, with con-

trasting light shade of kid leather, folds over, cre-

ating a very smart effect. Covered Cuban heel. An 

ideal model for fall and winter because of its style, 

comfort and ankle protection.” Sizes 2 ½ to 8, me-

dium widths. $3.98 Charles Williams Stores, F/W 

1928-29  

https://model-a-ford.org/programs-awards/youth-and-scholarship/
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Ohio Valley Region Model A Ford Club 

P.O. Box 62303 

Sharonville, OH 45241 

December 

 2020  Newsletter 

2020 OVRMAFC Schedule 

• Dec 19 

Spring Grove Cemetery 

WREATHS across AMERICA 

 

2021 OVRMAFC Tentative Schedule 

• Jan 27 

January club meeting 

Ohio Valley Region Model “A” Ford Club Membership 

Application and Roster Information 

(Please Print Legibly) 

Last name:_____________________________________ First name:_______________________  

 

Spouse name:________________________ Home Phone:________/__________/____________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:__________________________________________State:__________Zip:_______________ 

 

Cell (optional): _______ /_______ /_________      Work (optional): _____ /_______ /__________ 

 

Email :_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Model A’s Owned:_______________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (s):_____________________________   Receive Newsletter:             Mail             Electronic 

Make checks payable to : Ohio Valley Region Model A Ford Club   ($25.00 per year) 

Mail  dues to : Jarrod Williams 7973 Miami Ave Cincinnati, OH 45243 


